
1 
 

 
Altar copy 

Sunday, February 9, 2025 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Zion Lutheran Church 
230 Cemetery Road 

P. O. Box 4 
West Jefferson, Ohio 43162 

614 879-8107 
Jon Meister, Presider 

www.zionlutheranwj.org 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 
 
The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely instruments and circumstances appointed to 
reveal God’s glory. “Who will go for us?” God asks.  A person of unclean lips, a former persecutor of the 
Church of God, and three fishermen who couldn’t catch a thing.  More surprising still, perhaps, is that we are 
also called. 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
GOD MOMENTS 
 
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life. 
C Amen. 
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P Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P Merciful God, 
C you speak blessing and compassion into the world.  Forgive us for the ways we act with judgment, 

cruelty, or indifference.  We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist your call to oppose 
injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about one another.  Cleanse us from 
our faults and release us from their grasp.  Show us your lovingkindness.  Restore our hearts and 
repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s ways.     Amen. 

 
P God proclaims these words of assurance:  “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.  I have called you by 

name. You are mine.”  In ☩ Christ, you are forgiven.  In the Spirit, you are made free.  Refreshed by the 
waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. 

C Amen. 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN:  Listen, God Is Calling: (ELW 513) 
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GREETING 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ who is Savior and Lord, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
RESPONSIVE READING 
 
P For peace in the World, for the health of the Church, for the unity of all, 
C for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
 
P That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor, 
C  that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
 
P  for peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family, 
C  for life and for love, for work and our play, 
 
P  for your Spirit to guide, that you center our lives in the water and the Word, 
C  that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,  let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
THIS IS THE FEAST 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P Let us pray.      Most holy God, the Earth is filled with your glory and before you angels and saints stand 

in awe.  Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in the world, and by your grace make us heralds of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

C Amen. 
 
 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 6: 1-13 
 
L A reading from Isaiah. 
 
Through a vision in the temple, the eighth-century prophet Isaiah is called by God to announce judgment 
against Israel.  Aware of his sinfulness and shortcomings, Isaiah is initially resistant.  But when God calls, 
Isaiah responds. “Here am I; send me!” 
 
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the LORD sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe 
filled the temple.  2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their 
faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew.  3And one called to another and said: 
 "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory." 
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke.  5And I 
said:  "Woe is me!  I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my 
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 
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6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 
7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said:  "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed 
and your sin is blotted out."  8Then I heard the voice of the LORD saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!" 9And he said, "Go and say to this people: 
 'Keep listening, but do not comprehend; keep looking, but do not understand.' 
 10Make the mind of this people dull, and stop their ears, and shut their eyes, 
 so that they may not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, 
 and comprehend with their minds, and turn and be healed." 
 11Then I said, "How long, O LORD?" And he said: "Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, 
 and houses without people, and the land is utterly desolate; 
 12until the LORD sends everyone far away, and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land. 
 13Even if a tenth part remain in it, it will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak 
 whose stump remains standing when it is felled."  The holy seed is its stump. 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM:  Psalm 138 
Read responsively. 
 
I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise; 

 2I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love 
 and your faithfulness; for you have exalted your name and your word above everything. 

 3On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul. 
 4All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O LORD, for they have heard the words of  
your mouth. 

 5They shall sing of the ways of the LORD, for great is the glory of the LORD. 
 6For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly; but the haughty he perceives from far away. 

 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies; 
 you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me. 

 8The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. 
 Do not forsake the work of your hands. 

  
 
SECOND READING:  1st Corinthians 15: 1-11 
 
L A reading from 1st Corinthians. 
 
Paul delivers in a nutshell the story of the gospel that was given to him.  In the lineage of the Ghristian faith, we 
have received the good news of God’s love from generations of believers before us and we continue to tell this 
story to the world. 
 
1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn 
received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message 
that I proclaimed to you — unless you have come to believe in vain. 
3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received:  that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  6Then he appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died.  7Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  9For I 
am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the Church of God.  10But by the 
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grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain.  On the contrary, I worked harder 
than any of them — though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.  11Whether then it was I or they, so 
we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Please stand as you are able. 

 

 
 
GOSPEL:   Luke 5: 1-11 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 5th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus’ teaching of God’s word has begun to draw great crowds.  For Simon, James, and John, the teachings of 
Jesus inspire hospitality, then obedience, and then risk.  After the creative power of Jesus is revealed, fear and 
amazement leads these three fishermen to leave everything behind to become apostles.  
 
1Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the 
word of God, 2he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were 
washing their nets.  3He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little 
way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.  4When he had finished speaking, 
he said to Simon, "Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch."  5Simon answered, "Master, 
we have worked all night long but have caught nothing.  Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets."  6When 
they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break.  7So they signaled their 
partners in the other boat to come and help them.  And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to 
sink.  8But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at  the knees of Jesus saying, "Go away from me, Lord, for I 
am a sinful man!"  9For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10and 
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so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, "Do 
not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people."  11When they had brought their boats to shore, they left 
everything and followed him. 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 
SERMON  
Please be seated. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons (ELW 798) 
Please stand as you are able.  Sing only verses 1, 4, and 5 
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APOSTLES' CREED 
 
P Please join me in saying the Apostles’ Creed. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of Heaven and Earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into Heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.       Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
A With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the Church, the world, and  

all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 
A God of surprising abundance, you call your people to enter deeply into the world.  Equip us to respond 

to your call, gather up what we have, and offer it to all. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A God of creation, provide protection from the elements and other hazards to all whose work brings them 

outside:  for fishers, ranchers, line workers, and construction crews.  Guide us to live carefully alongside 
the wonders of the land and waters.  God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A Open the hearts of all leaders, especially those who serve in the armed forces, that they respond to their 

commission with wisdom and patience.  Ensure that all who serve are kept safe in body, mind, and 
spirit.  We pray for an end to all war and armed conflict.  God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A Fill with your compassionate presence all who are suffering from addiction, mental illness, injury, or 

illness of any kind . especially Michael, Nikki, and those we hold in our hearts.  Draw helpers to their 
side so that they find relief from their burdens.  God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
A Call our faith communities to do marvelous things.  Bless the labor and efforts of this congregation, that 

we may be a sign of your presence in the world.  God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
A We thank you for those who have courageously gone before us in the faith. May we too show a deep 

trust in you throughout our lives. God of grace, 
C hear our prayer. 
 
P We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed among 

the people. 
C Amen. 
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SHALOM 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THANKS 
Continue to stand as you are able. 
 
P Let us pray.     God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the depths of the 

seas.  Bless what we offer to your service:  our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.  Let us overflow with 
gratitude and generosity, now and always. 

C Amen. 
 

 
DIALOGUE 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
PREFACE 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

(Preface is in the pocket of the Pastor’s binder.) 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 

 
 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 
P Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word brought light into the World. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to shine in our darkness and to make us your 
daughters and sons. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and resurrection, we await his coming 
again when all things will be restored in him.  By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, that,  
held and nourished by you, we may live as your children, shining with the light of your Son.   
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

C Amen 
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LORD'S PRAYER 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, as we pray the prayer you taught us: 
C Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

Earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.      Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
P The joy of the Lord is our strength.  Come, eat this meal of gladness. 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 
 

 

 
 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
P Let us pray.      Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. 

Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and healing for the 
sake of the world.  In the name of Christ we pray, 

C Amen 
 
BLESSING 
 
P The Spirit of the triune God, the wisdom and power of God, and the source of our life together, keep you 

united in mind and purpose.   And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the  
Holy Spirit, be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SENDING HYMN: You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore: Tú has venido a la orilla (ELW 817) 
 



14 
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DISMISSAL 
 
A Go in peace.  Let your light shine. 
C Thanks be to God.  We go out--Reaching in for the Holy Spirit, Reaching up for God's Grace, 

Reaching out with Christ's love. Amen!  (The words in italics are Zion’s mission statement.)  
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POSTLUDE 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
 
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 
Serving during worship this morning:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Presider:    Jon Meister     
Musician(s):   Jerry Gossett    
Food fund donations:    
 
Serving during worship next week: 
Presider:    Jon Meister    
Musician(s):   Jerry Gossett    
Food fund donations:  
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
We welcome our guests and visitors this morning.  Please take a moment to speak with Jon, Jerry, or Louise 
before you leave.   All Baptized persons, at Christ’s invitation, are welcome to commune.   
 

CONTACT THE PASTOR 
Communications requesting pastoral care should be made directly to Pastor Larry Baker,  
(614) 257-8560.   
 

SUNDAY DISCUSSIONS BEFORE CHURCH We have 
Sunday morning Bible discussions every Sunday before 

Church.  We meet at 9:40 each week accept the first week 
of the month.  Please come and join our lively discussion.  
Bring your Bible and your favorite morning beverage with 

you if you wish.  We are beginning at the beginning.   We 
will be doing some hopping and skipping. 
 
FINDING US ON THE INTERNET  Some of you may know that the church has a wonderful 
website that was designed by Susie Taylor.  She does a wonderful job updating it every week.  
Susie also has her own page on Facebook that I have referred to on several occasions.  There are 
many items on her site that are great for thoughts of the day.  It is Stix-N-Stonez.  Check it out.  
However a new blogger on the scene is Alex Meister.  Find him at 
“christianameister.wixsite.com/blog”.  Alex has posted many of his essays on different topics 
relating to Christianity.  Some we have discussed in our Sunday Bible Studies.  I invite you to 
check out both of these Facebook  sites.  Then come to Bible Study and discuss your feelings. 
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PRAYERS         

We are praying for Michael Koch, who has been fighting for a lifetime; 
Nicole Biler Robinette, (Tim’s daughter).  She is on the transplant list 
for a new heart.  We pray that this will happen soon.  Tim says that she 
is in good spirits.  Keep her; her husband, Stephen; and her parents and 
family in your prayers.  We are also praising God for Braxton as he is 
recovering  from his surgery.  
Please keep these people in your prayers as well: Mike and Donna Toy, 
and all of those who are suffering from diseases or other health issues 
and their families.   Please remember all of our shut-ins and sick.  

Maybe send a card or something to let them know they are being remembered. 
 

The address for Michael and the Koch family is 224 West Romany Loop, Beverly Hills, FL 
34465.  You can get updates from Linda at www.caringbridge.org/ visit/michaelkoch2?fbclid  
Keep all of the Koch’s in your prayer 
 
 
CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS 
FEBRUARY 9th is Super Bowl Sunday.  Over the years we have done different things to 
celebrate this event.  If there is any one that we might repeat, please let me know.   This is also 
the Sunday that is THE only fund raiser for Lutheran Social Services.  We often let that fact slip 
by.    There will be a special kettle for offerings to LSS.   I will let you know if we decide to do 
anything special.  Do feel free to wear your team colors on that Sunday. 
FEBRUARY 16th   will be the day before Presidents’ Day and the Sunday after Valentines’ 
Day.   Everybody get your love on for each other and for the Lord.   Maybe we can have a 
cherry dessert festival after church.  (In honor of  George.) 
MARCH 5TH is Ash Wednesday, as far as I know, we will still have our annual Ash 
Wednesday service at 7:00 that night.  
MARCH Midweek services will be held around the area.  I will get the rundown soon. 
MARCH 16th is the day before St. Patrick’s Day.  Look for green punch or something after 
church. 
MARCH 30th is a fifth Sunday which means we will be at First English.  Plan ahead.. 
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